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The Catholic's View on Abortion and How It Was Changing Through the Years

Abortion is a highly controversial topic that has been at the center of public debate for many years. Throughout history, different religions have taken different stances on abortion. Religious views on abortion are often based on the belief that human life is sacred and should be protected. They also believe that abortion is a form of killing and is morally wrong. However, some religions allow abortions under certain circumstances, such as if the mother's life is in danger. The Catholic Church is one of the world's oldest and largest Christian denominations. The Catholic Church has always been opposed to abortion, believing that it is a form of murder. However, over the years, the Catholic Church has softened its stance on abortion and now allows it in some instances. The Catholic Church still believes that human life is sacred and should be protected, but it has come to accept that there are some situations where an abortion may be the best option. 
The Catholic Church's Evolving Stance on Abortion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Catholic Church has been one of the most vocal opponents of abortion, and its views on the subject have evolved for centuries. In the early years of the Church, abortion was not considered a serious crime. This position changed in the 4th century when Emperor Constantine made it a capital offense (Case, 2019). The Church then began to teach that abortion was a grave sin. In the 12th century, Thomas Aquinas articulated the Church's view that life begins at conception and that abortion is a form of murder. This view remained unchanged for centuries. However, in the 20th century, the Catholic Church began to reassess its position on abortion. In 1967, Pope Paul VI issued a statement saying that abortion was always wrong and could never be justified, even to save the mother's life (Case, 2019). However, in 1974, the Vatican stated that abortion could be permissible in cases where the mother's life was in danger (Case, 2019). This policy change reflected the growing belief within the Catholic Church that abortion can sometimes be justified if it is necessary to save the mother's life. 
The Catholic Church opposes abortion, but its position has become more nuanced. The Church now allows abortion in cases where the mother's life is at risk, reflecting its belief that human life is sacred and should be protected. However, the Church also recognizes that there are some situations where an abortion may be the best option (Case, 2019). This change in stance shows that the Catholic Church is willing to adapt its views on abortion in light of new circumstances and information. It is an example of the Catholic Church's commitment to protecting human life while considering the complex reality of individual cases. 
Analysis of the Catholic Church's Current Teaching on Abortion
The Catholic Church's current teaching on abortion can be seen as a compromise between respect for human life and recognizing the complex reality of individual circumstances. Arguably, this is a positive development from its previous stance, which was much more black-and-white. There are two reasons in support of this change in the Catholic Church's teaching. First, the Catholic Church's current teaching recognizes the sanctity of human life. This viewpoint is evident in its belief that life begins at conception and that abortion is a form of murder (Warren, 2017). The Church also teaches that human life is sacred and should be protected. It is a fundamental Catholic teaching principle that must be protected. Christian denominations that do not respect the sanctity of human life are in danger of losing sight of what it means to be a follower of Christ. The Bible is clear that human life is exceptional and should be treated with respect (Ling, 2017). That is why the Catholic Church's current teaching on abortion is so important.
In addition, the Catholic Church's current teaching considers the complex reality of individual circumstances. The Church recognizes that there are some situations where an abortion may be the best option. This allowance recognizes that every situation is different and that there is never one solution that will work in all cases. In some situations, an abortion may be the only way to save the mother's life (Case, 2019). In other cases, it may be the best option for the health of the mother or the child. The recognition of this complexity is a positive development, as it shows that the Church is willing to change its views on abortion in light of new circumstances.
Conclusion
Overall, abortion is a highly sensitive and controversial topic, with many different opinions and perspectives. Nevertheless, the Catholic Church's current teaching on abortion is a positive step forward, balancing respect for human life with recognizing the complex reality of individual circumstances. The Church's current teaching is important because it protects the sanctity of human life while also considering the situations that may arise. This is a difficult balance to achieve, but it is one that the Catholic Church has managed to accomplish.
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